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Queen

codes
At the Women in
Computing conference,
held at NUST on 24 March
2018, under the leadership
of Dr Anicia Peters, Sister
Namibia learned about
Queen Namene, Grade
11 learner at the Higher
Technical School in
Windhoek. We had the
opportunity to have a
chat to this soft-spoken
young woman.

to great educational institutions. On that
account, my mother is a water scientist and
my father is a marine engineer.
SN: Wonderful.
SN: Can you tell me what an
ordinary week looks like in
your life?
QN: I spend most of my time at home or

at school. I don’t really go out much. I am
sort of serious and prefer to do constructive
things.

SN: Queen, can you give us
some family background,
please?
QN: I was born and raised in Windhoek.

SN: It sounds like you are not
into the typical 17-year old
focus of boys, looking good
and pursuing entertainment
and “fun”?
QN: No. I find there are more meaningful

I live with my mother, my twin brother
and my little brother. Both of my parents
were born and raised in the northern part
of Namibia. Along the way, they both went

things I can spend my time on. I always
look forward to attending tech events.
I enjoy reading books a lot – especially
detective novels, self-improvement books

Education Edition

and books on spiritual matters. I love
attending school, because that’s where I
can learn and get an understanding of why
things are the way they are. This is also why
I love surfing the internet because it is so
easy to expand your knowledge on so many
different topics. I am a big YouTube fan.
SN: Can you mention
something you recently
learned on YouTube?
QN: Yes, I’m now learning about proofs in

mathematics.
SN: Do you also play games
and watch movies?
QN: Absolutely. I like Xbox; sometimes

I play games on my phone; I also like
word games and chess and I like to watch
Rosewood. It is a series where they solve
crimes.
SN: Good to know. Now
we can move to the main
motivation for this interview.
How did you get into
coding?
QN: My computer studies teacher, Ms

Jessica Upani, had to select a couple of
learners to teach them how to code in
preparation for a computer programming
competition which was a month away. I
happened to be one of the few who were
selected. At first, I had no idea what coding
was until I typed in my first line of code
which was print “Hello World.”
SN: And we understand you

teaching amongst other school
learners. This means as part of
the PyNam Scholars executive
committee (for school
learners) we meet after school
on Thursdays and have general
meetings. On Fridays, we
meet with the rest of PyNam
Scholars members and give
them lessons on programming.
And then I also do my own
coding. But school takes first
priority. And while I do other
fun stuff too, I spend most
of my free time on coding or
coding-related activities.

guys now have a club of
coders?
QN: A few tech enthusiasts and I

established a programming group for high
school pupils in September 2016 called
PyNam scholars. It is a subgroup of the
PyNam Society that consists of university
students. Both our aims are to spread the
python knowledge across Namibia.
SN: Why the “Py”?
QN: Python is one of the most popular

and important programming languages
in the world. PyCons are open-source
software conferences that happen
internationally, bringing together software
professionals, hobbyists, scientists,
academics and students. The first PyCon
conference in Namibia was held in 2015.
That’s when students, from especially
Unam, established the PyNam society.
They reached out to schools to teach
learners and in 2016 those of us who
got hooked, formed our own club – the
PyNam scholars.
SN: So what are the tools
one needs to start coding?
QN: A computer, a thinking cap, a

programming language to code in and very
basic mathematical skills.
SN: That simple?
SN: How much time do you
devote to coding?
QN: When I got hooked in Grade 9 I

stayed up very late, easily till 1 am because
I was learning and coding and just so eager.
Grade 10 was too hectic because of the big
exams coming up. Now that I’m in Grade
11 I do a lot of organising of workshops
and conferences as well as administration
for the society and advancing python

SN: Do you ever
organise genderspecific conferences?
QN: Yes, I have co-organised and

served as a coach at a workshop called
DjangoGirls at PyCon Namibia.
DjangoGirls is a workshop that empowers
and trains women in building their very
first web application using tools such
a Python, Django, Hypertext Markup
Language (HTML) and cascading style
sheets (CSS). A few weeks after an
amazing experience of co-organising and
serving as a coach at PyCon Namibia, I
organised and ran another DjangoGirls
workshop at the Computer Day
Conference.
SN: You don’t seem to want
to use coding for your own
benefit only. You seem to be
out to recruit.
QN: I definitely still hope to run more

programming workshops in which
Namibian youth can do hands-on training.
Lastly, along with PyNam Scholars, we
want to spread python knowledge to
other schools, community centres and
orphanages across Namibia.
SN: Quickly back to the
gender issue. How do you
find boys and girls view you
– a girl in a field where there
are predominantly boys and
men?
QN: Guys seem to think what I do is

unique. Girls give me the impression what
I do is very complicated. I do prefer to talk
about tech stuff or other issues that seem
productive, which probably adds to girls
viewing me as nerdy.
SN: What have been
additional benefits to

joining the world of coding?
QN: Except for having learned to code

and constantly expanding my knowledge,
I have been getting opportunities to grow
other skills too. I’m learning through
organising events and conferences
and often being a speaker. But equally
wonderful, is the remarkable people I get
to meet in the tech world. I’m often blown
away. One recent example is having met
the dean of the Faculty of Computing and
Informatics at NUST, Dr Peters. I am so
inspired!
SN: What and who inspires
you to push yourself to do
better when you feel down
or stuck with a problem?
QN: Whenever I need inspiration and

motivation, my computer teacher, Ms
Upani, is there for me. She also pushes me
out of my comfort zone. She has taught
me to write letters for sponsorships and
gives me tasks where I simply have to
figure things out. I also seriously look up to
Dr Peters for having the position she has
and leading that department. And when
I attend tech conferences I am always
meeting other women with cool titles who
are simply inspirational for where they are
at in life and the work they do.
SN: How do you learn and
improve your skills?
QN: When I have bugs in my code that

I can’t seem to find, I take a break for a
few hours or even a day. I’ve noticed that
when I do that I often find the solution to
my code. But when I don’t, I seek external
help. I learn when I teach fellow learners
or when I help them with their codes.
Attending tech conferences and workshops
are other great ways of learning. Reading
online software books and watching
YouTube videos are also two wonderful,
wonderful ways of learning. I am also
grateful for StackOverFlow, which is a
website forum where programmers get to
ask and answer questions on programming.
Something not to be wasted is ones own
mistakes; I learn a great deal from the
errors I make in my codes. Lastly, I learn
from my friends who are programmers.
And to improve my rational thinking I
solve riddles, play chess and Sudoku and
solve maths problems.
SN: Queen, thank you very
much for your time and
sharing your world with us.
QN: It was my pleasure.
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